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Campus & Beyond

 

Centennial leaders already  
making plans

By Michelle Frontani

Fresno State is on the brink of celebrating its 100th  
anniversary. 

A Centennial Leadership Committee is in place and plans already are  
being made for activities beginning around Vintage Days in spring 2010 and ending 
with the university’s 2011 commencement. 

Centennial events will be designed to enhance pride in the university for 
everyone associated with Fresno State and provide an opportunity to promote the 
accomplishments throughout the New California and beyond.

Fresno State was established as a normal school by the Legislature on  
April 10, 1910, to educate teachers and farmers in the San Joaquin Valley. The first 
class met Sept. 11, 1911, and Fresno State was the region’s only four-year public  
college until the late 1950s. 

Grant will help build 
biomedical facility   

A five-year, $4.5-million grant from the 
National Center on Minority Health and Health 
Disparities will be used by Fresno State to 
create more opportunities for students of color 
to study medicine through a state-of-the-art 
biomedical facility.

Students and faculty will be able to use 
the latest technology to study health issues 
critical to the region served by Fresno State. 
The proposed center will support the research 
of several Fresno State faculty into such 
concerns as asthma, the effect of pesticides 
on breast cancer in Hispanic farmworkers 
and cultural differences in care-giving to 
Alzheimer’s patients.

“The facility will allow us to compete for 
and seek additional funding from agencies 
that were previously out of reach,” says 
Dr. Viswanthan Krishnan of the chemistry 
department.  

President John D. Welty in early 
2008 appointed a committee of community 
leaders, faculty, students and staff to 
coordinate Centennial planning. His vision 
for the celebration is “13 months of reflection, 
celebration and setting the course for the  
next century.”

Leading the effort is Fresno County  
Superior Court Judge Robert Oliver, an  
alumnus who has served as a volunteer leader on 
numerous Fresno State boards. Oliver chairs the 
California State University, Fresno Foundation Board of Governors.

Oliver says the Centennial “is a wonderful opportunity to look 
back at how Fresno State has adapted over the decades to the changing 
educational needs of our community as we develop a vision for the future.”

During the two years leading to the Centennial year events, Oliver 
wants the Centennial Leadership Committee to involve as many groups and 
individuals as possible who have a connection to the university: “We have 

a long and proud history. Our 
university has touched literally 
hundreds of thousands of 
people. I’m excited – and so are 
the other committee members 
– to help share our story and 
motivate people to join us for 
Centennial events.”

The committee will plan 
and execute events for alumni 
and the community to celebrate 
our past and showcase our 
university. It also will create a 
logo and Web site. Historical 
information – some of it 
gathered by a history class from 
current and former students, 
faculty, staff and community 
members – will be compiled 
into a Centennial book. The 
Centennial will have a presence 
in local events such as parades, 
rodeos and fairs in 2010 and ’11. 

The Centennial 
Leadership Committee also will 
recruit volunteers to help plan 
and staff activities. 

“We have a lot to 
accomplish in a short time,” 
says Welty. “I am confident that 
under Judge Oliver’s leadership, 

the Centennial Leadership Committee will bring together the entire 
Fresno State community – past and present – to join us in celebrating this 
significant anniversary for our university.” b

– Michelle Frontani is assistant coordinator of events in the Office of the President and 
coordinator for the Centennial Leadership Committee. 

University takes lead on  
critical water issues

The Fresno State-based San Joaquin 
Valley Integrated Regional Water 
Management Plan has been formed to 
ensure that the region obtains its share of 
dwindling water supplies.

Valley, state and federal water program 
leaders formed the plan because ongoing 
population growth in California, multiple 
drought years and an antiquated water delivery 
system have placed unprecedented strain on 
California water resources.

Kathy Wood, a U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
water specialist whose office is at Fresno 
State, says it’s critical that the plan serve as 
a single voice for the Valley to accommodate 
the broadest spectrum of need. She adds, 
“To say that the system is crashing, is not an 
overstatement.”
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From McLane Hall, foreground, the view in 1958 was across green space to the Library, left, and Ed-Psych buildings. 

Centennial Leadership Committee 

Robert Oliver, chair
Mike Botwin, Academic Senate 
Michael Caldwell, faculty 
Candace Egan, faculty 
Maria A. Lopes, faculty 
Terry Lewis, Staff Assembly 
Songita Choudhury, Associated Students Inc. (ASI)
Sandra Flores, ASI 
Cody Jacobsen, ASI 
Brad Fischer, Alumni Association 
Valerie Vuicich, Alumni Association  
John Horstmann, Foundation Board of Governors
Roxanne Stephenson, University Advisory Board
Shirley Armbruster, University Communications
Tammy Lau, Library
Dan Cady, Department of History
Tom Ebert, Library
Ken Shipley, Provost’s Office
Steve Weakland, Athletics
Carolyn Coon, Student Affairs
Leticia Reyna Cano, Advancement
Thomas Gaffrey, Administrative Services
Rosie Tapia, President’s Office
Peter Mehas, community member
Jill Moffat, community 
Coke Hallowell, community 
Ed O’Neill, community 
Maurine Jones, community 
John D. Welty, President
Michelle Frontani, President’s Office

Winery builds careers 
bearing fruit worldwide   

In 10 short years, Fresno State has proven itself again and 
again as a serious contender in the winemaking industry 
and in producing the next generation of winemakers. 

In 1997, Fresno State became the first university to 
bottle, label and market its own wine commercially, providing 
students a unique opportunity to see the entire winemaking 
process from the vine to customer satisfaction. Graduates 
have taken what they’ve learned on campus throughout the 
world and won numerous awards in the process.

Each year, the university enters its wines in competition 
against others from around the world, frequently winning 
awards. In 2007 alone, Fresno State wines won 32 prizes at 
eight competitions, including Best of Class for its 2006 Pinot 
Gris and double-gold for 2003 Solaré ice-style dessert wine 
and 2004 Syrah. 

Nursing program plans for  
50th anniversary events   

Fresno State’s Department of Nursing will celebrate 
its golden anniversary in fall 2008, recognizing the 
university’s long commitment to meeting the health-care 
needs of the San Joaquin Valley.  

“The 50th anniversary will allow us to share our legacy 
of nursing success with the Central Valley community,” 
says Pam Loewen, a 1966 nursing graduate. She also is  
alumni liaison and historian for the Fresno State Legacy of 
Nursing Education and Leadership Project. 

The Nursing Legacy Project was established by Loewen 
and a group of emeriti faculty, staff and alumni to preserve 
and document the impact of nursing education and 
leadership at Fresno State. The first phase was unveiled 
in 2007 and is housed in Fresno State’s Central California 
Center for Excellence in Nursing.  

The Department of Nursing, which opened in 1958 and 
graduated 22 students in 1962, now graduates more than 
110 registered nurses per year, helping meet a regionwide 
need for more nurses.     

Dr. Michael Russler, the department chair, says the 
anniversary “is a special time to recognize how our nurses 
have … really touched lives all over the nation.”  

Pam Loewen as an Air Force nurse and today
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